
FACTS AND FIGURES POCKETBOOK

2020
HENK LANGENHOVEN

CHIEF ECONOMIST AT THE 

MINERALS COUNCIL

1 February 2021



Page 2

PRODUCTION: V SHAPED RECOVERY BUT WORK 
TO BE DONE

Sources: Statistics South Africa,  Minerals Council South Africa
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RISING COMMODITY PRICES SAVED THE DAY (+24%)

90

190

290

390

490

590

690

790

30

80

130

180

230

280

330

380

J
a
n
-0

7

A
u
g
-0

7

M
a

r-
0

8

O
c
t-

0
8

M
a

y
-0

9

D
e

c
-0

9

J
u
l-
1

0

F
e
b

-1
1

S
e
p
-1

1

A
p
r-

1
2

N
o

v
-1

2

J
u
n
-1

3

J
a
n
-1

4

A
u
g
-1

4

M
a

r-
1

5

O
c
t-

1
5

M
a

y
-1

6

D
e

c
-1

6

J
u
l-
1

7

F
e
b

-1
8

S
e
p
-1

8

A
p
r-

1
9

N
o

v
-1

9

J
u
n
-2

0

J
a
n
-2

1

R
a
n

d
 I
n

d
e
x
 G

o
ld

 (
2
0
0
7
 =

 1
0
0
)

R
a
n

d
 I
n

d
e
x
 (

2
0
0
7
 =

 1
0
0
)

Price paths of the different commodities since 2007
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SALES (+10%) AND EXPORTS (+24%) 
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South African share of total sales

Sources: Statistics South Africa, South African Revenue Services 

Minerals Council South Africa, World Bank, South African 

Reserve Bank
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COMPARING THE SHOCKS: COVID VS GFC 
HOW LONG WILL IT LAST?
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6

EMPLOYMENT: UNCERTAIN BUT HOLDING UP
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LOGISTICS, LOGISTICS: PEOPLE, RAIL, HARBOUR, 
BORDER POSTS, ELECTRICITY
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